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FORD THUNDERBIRD FOR 198

of surveys of '81-'87 models
designed and built in North
America. It's the result of our
commitment to product integrity.

Over the past several years,
that commitment has led us

to new state-of-the-art pro-§

duct developments, tooling and
manufacturing procedures. Most
important, we've formed a

stronger partnership with our g

people — production workers
and management — everyone
pulling together with the goal

of producing the right cars |
and trucks for your needs &

Thunderbird Turbo Coupe
instrumentation in Scarfet
Red, Shown with optional
leather frirn.

Other equiprmernt Shown may
bea optional, See options st
on page 21.

est-built American cars seven years
running. For the past seven consecu-
tive years, Ford quality has led all other
American car companies. That’s based on
an average of owner-reported problems in a series
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today. And the right car or truck is one that’s
designed and built with the highest quality.

The Thunderbirds you'll read about here are part
and parcel of this quality effort. We think you’ll like
the way they look — the smooth shape that’s also

aerodynamically efficient. We
also think you’'ll like the way
they behave on the road. They
make, better than we ever
could, the current statement on
Ford automotive design ideol-
ogy and product quality.

And our abundance of world-
wide resources will help us con-
tinue to produce high-quality,
affordable products.

It's all summed up in a famil-
iar little credo which has come
to mean exactly what Ford
Motor Company is all about:
Quality is Job 1.
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TURBOCHARGED EXCITEME
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imply put, there aren't many production cars around like
Thunderbird Turbo Coupe. A turbocharged, intercooled 2.3
liter engine. A smooth-shifting 5-speed manual overdrive
transmission. A sophisticated anti-lock braking system.
Automatic ride control suspension. Goodyear VR 60 performance
tires on special 16" aluminum wheels. A glance down the equip-
ment list on page 21 tells the tale. It describes a car designed for

no-nonsense motoring excitement. Articulated seats work to fit the
contours of the driver. Full analogiimstrumentation is standard.
Those who appreciate fine performance cars come from all walks
of life, but they have one thing iin common: they love the thrill and
exhilaration of serious driving. [If's much more than getting from
point A to point B. That's why a tesi dirive is almost mandatory. On
the road — that’s where Turbo Coupe really shows its advantages.

Thunderbird Turbo Coupe in
Slack, Some equipment
shown may be optionall See
options st on page 27,
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TURBO COUPE: AN INTERACTIVE INTERIOR |

urbo Coupe’s articulated sport seats work with the driver to
find the most comfortable driving position. The thigh sup-
ports adjust. So does the power lumbar support — infinitely.
And the head restraints adjust 4 ways. Full instrumentation,
which includes the tachometer and turbo boost gauge, is designed for
easy reading. Controls are positioned with the driver in mind. Turbo
Coupe provides a truly satisfying environment in which the pure joy of
pulse-quickening, turbocharged driving can be experienced.
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UNLEADED FUEL DMLY

Turbo Coupe’s full The speedometer and An electronic AM/FM Systems sentry ights
analog instrumentation tachometer include stereo radio and air fnot shown] monitor
includes a turbo boost sharp, clear graphics conditioning (not seven vehicle conditions
gauge as well as and are designed for shownl are just two such as “low fuel™ and
gauges for fual, guick, easy reading fems an Turbo Coupe’s “check ol and alert
temperature and oi through the steering fong list of comfort/ the driver if attention is
pressure, an g8, wheel. convenience onented required.

and the automalic ride standard features.

controf indicator ight.

trd Turbo
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the overall stability, steering response
and vehicle handling.

And all Thunderbird struts and
shock absorbers contain a low-pres-
sure charge of inert nitrogen gas. The
gas suppresses foaming of the hydrau-
lic fluid due to rapid bumps or similar
agitation. This means the ride is
smooth under normal circumstances,
yet firm enough for rough going.

Thunderbird steering combines the
precision of rack and pinion design
with the convenience of power. At the
end of the steering column is a single

“pinion gear” connected to a “rack” of

gear teeth that's linked to the steering
arms. Just a slight turn of the steering
wheel rotates the pinion gear one
notch, which moves the rack laterally
one notch. It's a simple, precise, low-
friction design.

Turbo Coupe's
anti-fock system

“pumps the brakes™

rapidly and repaatedly,
affowing the driver to
maintain control under
FRaMY CIreuUmstiances
that wouwld normally
mean a skid,
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THUNDERBIRD POWER
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urbo Coupe's power- and
fuel-efficient heart (see Gas
mileage, page 22) is its
cross-flow head, overhead-
cam 4-cylinder engine. Though it
displaces only 2.3 liters, through
turbocharging, electronic fuel injec-
tion and intercooling it delivers
approximately 190 horsepower
when teamed with its carefully
matched standard 5-speed manual
overdrive transmission (150 horse-
power with the optional Automatic
Overdrive discussed at right).

Turbocharging is a way to com-
bine exhilarating performance with
economical operation. It has two
major benefits. Under normal driv-
ing circumstances, the turbo
remains in a non-boost condition. It
reacts like a regular 4-cylinder
engine, contributing to fuel sav-
ing. But when a surge of power
is required, pressing on the accel-
erator brings the turbo into
action.

The influence of the inter-
cooler on the engine’s power,
working in conjunction with the
turbocharger, is quite dramatic.
As air travels from the turbo-
charger on its way to the cylin-
der head, it passes through the
intercooler. This cools the air
charge supplied by the turbo
by approximately 60%, result-
ing in increased horsepower
and performance.

Turbo Coupe’s 2.3 lter turbo-
charged 4-cylinder engine
ugses intercooling 1o

increase horsepower,

Turbocharging uses hot
exhaust gasses fo power the
compression of outside
air which is hiown o
tfre carmbusiion
chambers.

Molorcrait E78

V-8 power holds a special attrac-
tion for some enthusiasts. It's a
special kind of driving with a special
excitement. The driving force of
Thunderbird Sport is its powerful
5.0 liter V-8 engine, which puts out
155 horsepower at 3,400 rpm. This
muscular powerplant features dual
exhaust and also offers the benefits
of electronic fuel injection.

== H __-"_._ -":'h" l._r o
The 5.0 liter V-8 has individual port
electronic fuefinjection, an
SILTRLT intake manifold and
mdividual runners.

V-6 performance is stan-
dard. Thunderbird and
Thunderbird LX feature a
3.8 liter V-6 engine with
multiple-port electronic fuel
injection. EFI provides
several advantages over
carbureted systems: easier
starting in hot or cold
weather, smoother running
and a more efficient use of
fuel. The 3.8 liter V-6 also
offers improved performance
for 1988,

Standard on Thunderbird, LX and
Sport (and optional on Turbo Coupe),
the Automatic Overdrive transmis-
sion automatically shifts into an over-
drive fourth gear when the vehicle
exceeds approximately 45 mph. In
overdrive, engine speed is reduced by
about one-third. The result is
improved highway fuel economy and
reduced engine wear. AOD is a solid
Thunderbird benefit.
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Thunderbird Turbe
Coupe shown in
Medium Red Clearcoat
Metallic.

Thunderbird Turbo
Coupe'’s standard
fransmission is a
5-speed manual
designed for smooth
shifting and short
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THE DESIGN AND COMFORT OF THUNDERBIRD LX
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Thunderbird LX in Twilight Blue Clearcoat
Watalic. Some equipment shown may be
aptional, See options st on page 21.
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he focus of the Thunderbird LX is its
interior comfort. The standard split
bench seats (with power adjustments for
the driver) are trimmed in luxury cloth
and include head restraints that can be adjusted
four ways. The tilt steering wheel is leather-
wrapped and contains the speed control operation
buttons. Luxury floor carpeting complements the
specially finished door panels which feature cour-
tesy lights. There are also courtesy lights in the
instrument panel and quarter trim panels as well
as a dual beam map light. LX is also convenience

Left: Thunderbird LX The handy consolette The lfluminated Entry
interior in Regatta Biue, houses casselte tape Systemn lights the
holders and controls for interior and door fock

cylinders when either
doar handle is raised,

the powear windows,
tlual remote-cantrol
alectric rirrors and
power drivar’s seat
fconirols for optional
dual power seafs
shownl,

Samea eguiprment
shown may be optional,
See options list on
page 21,

oriented. Interval windshield wipers are welcomed
in light rain and drizzle. Systems sentry/diagnos-
tic alert lights (detailed on page 20) point out
conditions which need attention and the illumi-
nated entry system provides some extra security
after dark. It lights the car’s interior and door lock
cylinders whenever either door handle is raised.
For enhanced entertainment, a cassette tape
player is included with the AM/FM stereo radio.
And power windows, door locks and mirrors are
among the appreciated items LX includes as
standard. Real Thunderbird driving enjoyment.

The deep-well trunk
provides plenty of cargo
space for alf
Thunderbird modals.

Systems sentry/
diagnostic alert ights
rmonitor a variety of
vehicle conditions (see
page 20 for details).

fold-down center
armrasis anhance
camfort with alf
Thunderbird split bench
Se8185.
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THUNDERBIRD AND THUNDERBIRD SPORT
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Left: Thunderbird in Medium
Sandalwood Clearcoat
Metaflic,

leek, aerodynamic Thunderbird uses the
air around it to improve its handling as well
as its fuel economy. Even the halogen
headlamps were designed with wind manage-
ment in mind. And it's equipped the way a car in its
class should be: 3.8 liter V-6 engine, Automatic Over-
drive transmission, rack-and-pinion steering and
gas-pressurized struts and shocks. Also standard are
air conditioning, tinted glass, electronic LCD speed-
ometer and a big, 15-cubic-foot deep-well trunk with a
comfortably low liftover height.

Thunderbird Sport, with its 5.0 liter V-8 engine,
features a quadra-shock rear suspension arrange-
ment for a “car on rails™ feel through turns. Special
features include P215HR70x 14 speed-rated tires
and full analog instrumentation. It's a real performer
for those who favor the exhilaration of V-8 power.

Some equipment shown may
be optional, See options fist
on page 21.

Above: Thunderbird Sport in
Silver Clearcoat Metallic.

Thunderbird Sport articulated
sport seats shown in Scarlat
Red.

17
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AN EASY WAY TO BUY

he Thunderbird pictured at

right includes Preferred

Equipment Package 151A.

Thunderbird Preferred Equip-
ment Packages include combinations
of options that have proved popular
with many car buyers, and at a sub-
stantial savings from the price of the
same options purchased separately.
You get a well-equipped car at an
attractive price.

Preferred Equipment Packages benefit
you in two important ways: (1) They
can save you money. (2) They simplify
the ordering procedure.

Here's how it works: Simply choose
Thunderbird 151A, Thunderbird Sport
154A, Thunderbird LX 162A, or
Turbo Coupe 157A from the chart at
right. The entire ordering procedure is
%reatl},r simplified. But the biggest

enefit is the cost savings Preferred
Equipment Pa es offer.

Turbo Coupe 157A includes a spe-
cial kind of savings. Order it without
deletions and get the six items spelled
out at right at no extra charge. It's
called the Turbo Coupe Special Value
Program. Qutstanding value!

To equip your new Thunderbird
even more closely to your individual
style, you may choose to add one or
more free-standing options to the
package you've selected. Features and
options are listed on page 21. Contents
of Preferred Equipment Packages are
subject to change. For the latest infor-
mation, consult your Ford Dealer.

 hned conbn o o ol .
{1} Premium Sound System or graphic equalizer may be substitsted. If individual items ameideted the Special Vaue Program discount does not apgiy.
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THUNDERBIRD FEATURES AND OPTIONS
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otable standard fea-
tures and options
for each Thunderbird
series are listed
on the facing page. Before
selecting options, check the
Preferred Equipment Pack-
ages on page 18. You're likely
to find that most of the equip-
ment you want has already
been conveniently included
for you in a particular
package. Options and their
availability are subject to
change during the year. Your
Ford Dealer can advise you of
current status,

Option groups are conven-
ient ways to order options
that complement one another.
An example is the Electronic
Equipment Group. This
convenience-oriented option
includes electronic climate
control air conditioning and
the Keyless Entry System.
The Keyless Entry System
includes five small calculator-
type pushbuttons in the
upper portion of the driver’s
door which act as the key.
When depressed in the proper
coded sequence, doors are
locked or unlocked (and deck-
lid unlocked) automatically.
The code can be changed by

© Mlustrated options: (A} E fectranic AM/FM

| stereo radio with.cassette tape player and

7-band graphic equalizer (8] Moonroaf
{C) Leather seating uphoistery (D) Cast
aluminum wheels (E) Locking wire-style
wheel covers (F] Styled road wheals
(standard with Sport and LX models)

the owner at any time. This
option also includes the Illu-
minated Entry System,
which lights the vehicle’s inte-
rior and door lock cylinders
when either door handle is
raised.

Also included is the Elec-
tronic Instrument Cluster
[except Sport and Turbo
Coupe). It features a liquid
crystal tachometer display
for rpm and allows the driver
to select readouts for temper-
ature, oil pressure, volts or
fuel. Fuel level is also dis-
played digitally and there’s a
“low fuel” alert light.

Systems sentry lights
(standard with Turbo Coupe,
Sport and LX) signal condi-
tions which need attention:
“check oil,” “low fuel,” “low
washer fluid,” "low beam
out,” “taillamp out"” and
“door ajar.”” A b5-function
liquid crystal display (LCD)
trip computer supplies useful
travel information and an
electronic digital clock dis-
plays the date, time, or
elapsed time.

The Electronic Equipment
Group is also included with
the Premium Luxury Group
(see page 21 for contents).



COLORS & TRIMS

Interior Trim Golors

Exlerior Colors

Some of these paint 2nd trim colors are sheen in this catalog.
On the prired page. of course, colors aim at best only
representative of the originals. Your Foed Dealer can show you

achueal sample pind colors and trim maberiaks

(1) Includies dual beam mag Bght, instrumant panal courtesy lights and engine compartment light. kamps. dual iluminated visor vanity mirmors (standard with LX), the Buminated Entry

%ﬂiﬂammaﬂnimr t Geoup. (3) Inchuded at no charge in WWﬂUlMIﬂWHEWW}Jmmmm-
nderhird Turbo Coupe Valug m.tmspm'riumapaaimmﬂaldnﬂ {#) Inchudes Electronic nstrument Chuster, described on page 20 (mecept Spon and Turba Coupe),

ampkdier thal increxses power from 20 %o 80 watts. Included with graphic squaizer [5) Inchedesthe  Keyless Entry Systern (described on page 20), and electroni; cimate controd air conditioning.

Pramium Sound System. (§) Incledes power door locks, remose-control decklid release in glove b (9] Inchedes dual power necliners except on Turbo Coupe and Sport.

and remoie-control Tyel filler door releass in glove box (standard with Turbo Coupe). (7) Includes

Medium Grey Clearcoar  Black Scarlet Red Oxford White Medium Red Clearcoat  Silver Clearcoat
Metallic Metallic Maetallic

|I'I o o i ) i
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Dark Cinnabar Rose Quartz Clearcoat  Twilight Blue Clearcoat San&afwaﬂd Medium Sandahwvood Light Sandalwood

Clearcoat Metallic Metallic Metaliic Clearcoat Metallic Clearcoat Metallic

Light Grey

Light Regatta Blue
Clearcoat Metallic
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